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The German s|je ^.QQ^. anv active steps against the other, but there
veneTomlke appeared to be no possibility of settlement. Henry, when
peace          he returned to Germany in 1118, had found the bishops for

the most part arrayed against him, headed of course by
Adalbert, whose prestige had been increased by his appoint-
ment as papal legate. The lay nobles, on the other hand,
showed no disposition to espouse the papal cause. Prob-
ably Henry had learned wisdom from experience and refrained
from offending their susceptibilities. At any rate, he was
able to recover his position in Lorraine, and even in 1120 to
visit his Saxon domain at Goslar ; moreover, duke Lothar
and other Saxon nobles appeared at his court. Adalbert was
obstinate in trying to stir up strife, but public opinion was
against him and in favour of peace. At last, in 1121, the
leading nobles1 of Germany intervened and summoned a
diet at Wiirzburg to bring about an end of civil war and to
make peace between Emperor and Pope.

Probably this was the only way that a settlement could
have been arrived at, but that Henry was willing to consent
to the nobles taking the initiative was a sign of his own
failure. It was agreed at Wurzburg that the status quo
should be maintained, so that existing rights and possessions
were respected and the bishops who had opposed the king
were left in lawful occupation of their sees. The nobles
further engaged themselves to effect a reconciliation with the
Papacy. In this way the suspicion of the papal party was
overcome, since the nobles were sureties for the good faith
of the king ; while Henry could rely on them not to sacrifice
the interests of the kingdom, as they had all along shown
their opposition to papal interference. The chief difficulties
in the way of a settlement were thus removed. The Pope,
for his part, sent three cardinals as his plenipotentiaries, at
their head Lambert, cardinal bishop of Ostia, who as Honorius
II was to succeed Calixtus on the papal throne. On 23 Sep-
tember 1122 a settlement was reached in the Concordat of
Worms, and the Emperor was received back into communion
with the Church.

1 The duke of Saxony does not seem to have participated, but Henry
the Black, who became duke of Bavaria in 1120, now associated himself
with the work of making peace, and took a leading part, with the duke of
Suabia, in the ensuing negotiations.